














NORTHEAST VIEW – SOLSTICE SUNRISE



OUR STRUCTURE IS A LIVING, OCCUPIABLE ART INSTALLATION THAT COMMEMORATES THE SUMMER SOLSTICE BY 1) CRAFTING AN EXPERIENCE FOR VIEWING AND

ACKNOWLEDGING THE SUN AS IT RISES ON THE DAY OF THE SUMMER SOLSTICE, AND 2) WITNESSING THE HIGHEST POSITION OF THE SOLSTICE SUN AT THE MERIDIAN VIA AN

OCULUS AT THE STRUCTURE'S SUMMIT. THE STRUCTURE'S MOTIF IS PRIMARILY BASED AROUND THE SUNDANCE, A SUMMER SOLSTICE CEREMONY CELEBRATED BY THE PLAINS

INDIANS. FUNDAMENTALLY, THE SUNDANCE WAS A RITUAL THAT ENCOURAGED A SPIRITUAL RECONNECTION WITH NATURE (SPECIFICALLY THE NATURAL CYCLES OF LIFE,

DEATH, AND REBIRTH), AND ITS PRACTITIONERS COULD BE CONSIDERED SUPPORTERS OF A PRELIMINARY FORM OF LAND ART AS THEY EXCLUSIVELY USED NATIVE, NATURAL

MATERIALS AND PRACTICES IN THE DESIGN AND ASSEMBLY OF THE CEREMONIAL SUNDANCE LODGES (LEARN MORE IN RESPONSE 9). INCORPORATING PHYSICAL AND

SYMBOLIC COMPONENTS OF THE SUNDANCE IN OUR STRUCTURE’S OVERARCHING DESIGN AND MOTIF WAS NOT ONLY INTENDED TO BRIDGE LAND ART AND CELESTIAL

ARCHITECTURE IN A MEANINGFUL WAY, BUT ALSO TO PROVIDE A DEEPER CONTEXT TO ITS SITING IN THE AMERICAN PLAINS.

OUR STRUCTURE EMBODIES A CENTRAL, TIMBER-COLUMN TENSILE SYSTEM THAT PROVIDES THE FRAMEWORK FOR A THREE-DIMENSIONAL, WOOL MESH

CONFIGURATION – GIVING OUR STRUCTURE A TENT-LIKE APPEARANCE REMINISCENT OF THE CEREMONIAL LODGES. GROWING ON THE MESH WILL BE DEPOSITS OF NATIVE

MYCELIUM COLONIES THAT WILL, OVER SEVERAL YEARS, SPREAD OVER THE ENTIRETY OF THE MESH, CREATING A COMPOSITE, SELF-SUPPORTING, AND LIVING MATERIAL IN THE

PROCESS (ELABORATION ON MYCELIUM PROVIDED IN RESPONSE 2). AT THE VERTEX OF THE MESH IS AN OCULUS TILTED 17-DEGREES SOUTH, ALIGNING WITH SOLAR NOON ON

THE SUMMER SOLSTICE, THE MOST SYMBOLICALLY CRUCIAL TIME OF DAY DURING THE SUNDANCE ACCORDING TO THE NATIVE RELIGION. UNDERNEATH THE MESH, THE

STRUCTURE’S INTERIOR IS CARVED FROM A HILLSIDE, FUNNELING VISITORS INTO THE MESH’S SOUTHWEST ENTRANCE. ON THE OPPOSITE SIDE OF THE STRUCTURE ARE THE

NORTHEAST OPENINGS THAT ALIGN WITH THE POSITION OF THE SUMMER SOLSTICE SUNRISE, PROVIDING THE EMPHASIZED VIEWS MENTIONED PREVIOUSLY.

LIKE THE SUNDANCE LODGES, OUR STRUCTURE IS PRIMARILY MADE FROM LOCAL, SUSTAINABLE MATERIALS – THE MOST PROMINENT BEING THE COMPOSITE WOOL

MESH AND THE MYCELIUM THAT IT WILL HOUSE AND NURTURE. THE MYCELIAL GROWTH PROCESS IS INTEGRAL TO BOTH THE LAND ART NARRATIVE AND DESIGN OF OUR

STRUCTURE. THE MYCELIUM WILL DRAW ITS ENERGY AND NUTRIENTS FROM THE SOIL AND ORGANIC MATTER OF THE LOCAL ECOSYSTEM, AND THE SUN (DURING THE SPRING

AND SUMMER MONTHS) WILL PROVIDE THE APPROPRIATE CLIMATE FACTORS FOR ITS PERPETUAL HEALTH AND DEVELOPMENT. ADDITIONALLY, THE MYCELIUM, WHICH FILLS THE

ECOLOGICAL NICHE OF DECOMPOSER AND IS RESPONSIBLE FOR CLEANSING AND RECYCLING DECAYING ORGANIC MATTER THROUGHOUT AN ECOSYSTEM, TIES INTO THE

SUNDANCE RITUAL’S THEMATIC MESSAGING ON NATURAL CYCLES.

HOW DOES YOUR DESIGN RELATE TO THE THEME OF LAND ART: CELESTIAL ARCHITECTURE?01
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