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SITE DESCRIPTION

Abundant in culture, language, people, and magnificent natural landscapes, the continent of Asia is 
home to a myriad of unique architectural and design languages and typologies that build upon millennia 
of innovation. The Philippines represents the best of what Asia has to offer; as a geographic gateway 
into the continent, the Philippines features a distinctive culture that draws from its indigenous groups 
along with Malayo-Polynesian and Chinese influences. This is particularly visible in its vernacular 
architecture, such as the bahay kubo, a multipurpose stilted house typology that is indigenous to the 
Philippines and uses native materials including nipa grass, bamboo, and wood. 

The chosen site is on the rice terraces of Batad, Philippines, a small village located in the Cordillera 
mountain range. The Batad Rice Terraces were carved into the mountainous terrain by hand over 
2,000 years ago and have been designated by the Philippine government as a National Cultural 
Treasure. They remain in use today by the Ifugao people, whose ancestors masterfully developed 
and built the irrigation system of the terraces to use water that flows down from mountain top forests. 

The proposed site for the project puts forth a spectacular view of one of the Philippines’ most 
treasured examples of indigenous innovation and also holds close significance to Studio JADE-P, 
which consists of a team that is mostly Filipino. The design and site selection is an homage to the 
thousands of years of indigenous Filipino “third-world” technology that has been cast out of the 
spotlight by a legacy of Spanish colonization and American imperialism. As such, the pavilion is 
aptly named Kubo, meaning “hut” or “shack”. It aims to highlight the multiplicity of  Filipino culture 
as a representative of numerous continental influences and designs while, much like the bahay 
kubo after which it takes its name and likeness, serving as a space of reprieve and gathering for the 
community in which it is located.

It is in its use of bamboo that Kubo truly represents the Asian continent. Utilizing Filipino amakan, 
traditionally woven wall panels fabricated from paper-thin strips of bamboo, as well as bamboo poles 
and joinery in the overall structure of the design built upon East and Southeast Asian traditions of 
bamboo construction. The stilted structure of the pavilion above the rice paddies of the site maintains 
a uniquely Asian and Pacific Islander tradition of raised homes, huts, and shacks. The design, in 
its reinterpretation of existing Asian architectural typologies and its use of almost-exclusively native 
materials and building techniques, highlights the cultural intersections that exist within the Philippines 
and, on a grander scale, the Asian continent. 

Ariel view of pavilion in relation to local village
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Aerial view of pavilion View of primary entrance View from lower platform of pavilion




